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 About the Wine
 Vintage 2016
 Alcohol 13.5%
 TA 5.8g/L
 Residual Sugar 2.5g/L
 pH 3.67
 Chardonnay 100%

 Region - Marlborough

tast ing notes 
Our Toi Toi Reserve Chardonnay 2016 has aromas of ripe nectarine and peach with subtle undertones of classy 
French oak. A softly textured mid palate dances with roasted hazelnut and toasted oak nuances, which is both 
refreshing and mouth filling. Delightful to drink now, but will improve with age.

food matching
This wine is perfect with a mushroom risotto. Flavoursome mushrooms and shallots are sautéed in butter and then 
Arborio rice is added with vege stock and vermouth. To finish, grated parmesan cheese is added to the slightly 
chewy rice and is then garnished with chopped fresh parsley. Serve with a fresh garden salad and warm crusty 
bread.

vit iculture and winemaking
2016 was a memorable vintage in Marlborough. Warm and dry for most of the season, interspersed with periods of 
rain in January, February and late March, which helped to keep the vines in fantastic condition leading up to harvest.
The 2016 vintage will be remembered for wines of exceptional quality. Bud burst occurred around normal with a 
beautifully warm, dry spring resulting in fruit set being well above average. Warm, dry weather continued through 
January and early February with only the odd rain event keeping the vines in a healthy state, enabling us to hang the 
fruit until optimal ripeness was achieved.
The grapes for our Reserve label were hand harvested in the cool of the early morning to help preserve their flavour 
and aroma then whole-bunch pressed with minimal skin contact. The clear juice was then fermented at warm 
temperatures in a mixture of new and older French oak barriques. Using selected yeast strains to preserve the 
inherent fruit flavours and aromas, with oak adding texture and complexity, the wine was left on lees for 9 months 
with regular ‘batonage’ (stirring) before blending and prepared for bottling in early February 2017.

Toi Toi Reserve Chardonnay 2016
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Smoky, toasty,  oaky and very f ru i ty  wi th 
aromas and f lavours of  cashew and Braz i l 
nut ,  powdered c love and vani l la ,  then r ipe 
red apple,  whi te peach and c i t rus.  Dry and 
creamy on the palate wi th the oak once again 
leading the charge -  offset  by r ipe red apple 
and whi te peach f ru i t  f lavours;  medium+ 
acid i ty  and rounded lengthy f in ish.  Youthfu l 
st i l l  and f inding balance soon. Best f rom late 
2018 through 2024.

Cameron Douglas - The Shout
Score: 92 points


